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Michael Burleigh 

Albert Brackmann (1871 -1952) Ostforscher: 
The Years of Retirement 

In a recent study of the Selbst-Gleichschaltung of the German 
universities, Bruno Reimann drew attention to a form of post-second 
world war apologetic writing that deflects critical inquiry by 
concentrating upon the second-rate and marginal - the racial 
anthropologists grafted onto faculties - rather than upon the central 
figures of scholarly life.' Albert Brackmann (1871-1952), was firmly 
on the inside track. The scion of a family of pastors, scholars and 
patricians (his mother was an Ebersdorff), from Hannover, he 
studied theology and history in Tiibingen, Leipzig and Gottingen. 
Specializing in the editing of sources on relations between Emperors 
and Popes, he joined the staff of the MGH at 27, became an 
extraordinarius in Marburg in 1905 and was called to the chair of 
history at Konigsberg in 1913. Declared unfit for military service, his 
experiences in a hospital and then helping refugees, collecting 
contemporary documents and in 1919 supplying a memorandum 
refuting article 92 of the Versailles Treaty, contributed to his decision 
to study the history of the Germans in the East.2 After a short spell in 
Marburg, from where he contributed leaders to the Konigsberger 
Allgemeine Zeitung, Brackmann moved to Berlin in 1922. He retained 
an honorary professorship there after becoming General Director of 
the Prussian State Archives in 1929 and commissary leader of the 
Imperial Archive in 1935. Along the way, he accumulated member- 
ship of the Prussian and Bavarian academies; the learned society of 
Gottingen and three historical commissions, as well as the central 
directorate of the MGH, co-editorship of the Historische Zeitschrift 
(1928-35), and editorship of the series Deutschland und der Osten.3 He 
also had access to high places, a ramified network of academic 
contacts and a regiment of grateful former pupils. The historical 
profession discovered the dominant ruler not only in its historical 
manifestations long before 1933. 
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An academic pluralist on this scale ineluctably attracted the 
attention of Walter Frank, himself in the business of empire-building, 
although on the basis of casting himself and his colleagues in the role 
of a committed troop much put-upon by an entrenched liberal 'guild'. 
By no stretch of the imagination could Brackmann be described as a 
liberal. He belonged to the DVP from 1919 to 1925, the DNVP 
thereafter; he supported the Eastern Marches Association from 1926 
and, to put it no higher, the Dahlem group of the NSDAP was in 
touch with him in 1933 concerning possible donations to their funds.4 
Like the majority of conservative historians, of whom it was once said 
that 'they easily lose the ability to move their heads because of their 
always looking backwards, so that if any movement at all is possible, 
only movement to the right remains', Brackmann was not well- 
disposed towards the Weimar constitution.5 In a letter to Professor 
Otto Becker in September 1931, he observed that from the centre in 
Berlin he could see the baleful effects of parliamentary factionalism. 
He preferred the rule of the few, along the lines of the Roman Senate 
or 'better still in the form of the Venetian Council of Ten'. This could 
be brought about by bolstering the power of the President who would 
introduce these changes. Brackmann's head invariably turned 
upwards for solace in difficult times.6 

But for Frank, Brackmann was a dangerous liberal. In 1936 Frank 
managed to push this 'pillar of liberal and pro-Jewish academicism' 
(for a Jew, Dr Sergei Jakobson had been drawing a research grant 
from the Dahlem Publikationsstelle since 1931), into premature 
retirement.7 This did not herald a period of senescent self-reflection. 
As Frank wore himself out and got on others' nerves with campaigns 
based upon character assassination and bibliographic blackmail, 
Brackmann continued his organizational and historical work and 
was courted by the new regime. No other Frank victim received the 
Adlerschild of the German Empire or telegrams from Hitler, Goring, 
Frick and Ribbentrop upon reaching the age of seventy.8 

For there was not much in Brackmann's oeuvre that the nazis 
found wanting. In some ways, he was more ideologically attuned than 
his colleagues. For example, in 1933 he edited a book entitled 
Deutschland und Polen, which was designed to coincide with the 
international historical congress in Warsaw. In the preface, which 
was an attempt to bring history into line with the new course heralded 
before the Hitler-Pitsudski non-aggression pact, he described the 
book as an attempt to set aside the polemics of the moment because 
the historian 'is not a judge of the past or a law-maker for the future 
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but a servant of the truth'.9 In this case, the new truth, which clearly 
perplexed one of the hardened nationalistic contributors in Konigs- 
berg, was subsidized by 10,000 RM from the Prussian and Imperial 
Interior Ministries and the Foreign Office.10 Dropping a contribution 
on art history, Brackmann observed that the criteria for inclusion 
were governed by the book's 'political aims'." Somewhat later, in 
1935, he supplied a reference for Dr Richard Drogereit, who had 
helped with the English translation and wanted to study Anglo- 
Saxon charters in the British Museum. He sent Drogereit four copies 
of Germany and Poland for distribution as 'unobtrusive propaganda' 
among English academics.12 But as the contents of the book 
demonstrate, it was difficult to revise the prejudices of many decades 
overnight. With some monotony, the nineteen contributors stressed 
the continuity of German settlement in Eastern Europe despite the 
Germanic migrations; the inability of the Slavs to form coherent 
states; the existence of a West/East 'cultural watershed' and, as 
Hermann Aubin put it, the historical mission of the Germans to 
'civilise the sub-germanic zone';'3 the existence of a time-transcen- 
dental Drang nach Osten, and Poland's role - to use a cliche used 
here by Hermann Oncken - as Germany's Irland-Ulster. 4 In August 
1933, Brackmann sent a dedicatory copy to Hitler. He hoped that the 
'hochzuverehrender Herr Reichskanzler' would accept his work - 
which 'corresponded' with Hitler's Reichstag speech of 17 May 1933 
- as 'an external token of our gratitude for the intelligent and 
success-promising way in which you have also grappled with these 
most difficult questions of our internal and foreign policy'. The 
Chancellor received the book 'with pleasure'.'5 In Poland, where 
apart from a few papers like Prawda Katolika, reviewers aired their 
profound misgivings, the book was confiscated by (badly-informed) 
customs officers.'6 

Brackmann's services to the nazi regime were not confined to the 
furnishing of his own books. Reviewing his own achievements to an 
audience of professors in 1937, Brackmann noted how 'fortunate' it 
had been that Soviet scholars (working on the collected works of 
Marx and Engels in exchange with Germans working in the USSR on 
the correspondence between Wilhelm I and the Czar) had relayed 
police records to a Magdeburg communist party paper. That ended 
the archival treaty of 1928 and the Russians were banned from the 
archives. 7 The doors could also close against the enemy within. As is 
well known, Brackmann sealed the fate of Eckart Kehr.18 But having 
left the archives, in his capacities as chairman of the North East 
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German Research Community (NODFG) and as an editor of series 
of books and journals, he was a convenient, if sometimes reluctant, 
channel for ironing out any ideological difficulties in the work of his 
contributors. 

Those affected could not be classed as members of any academic 
'resistance'. In 1937, he suggested that his friend and NODFG 
colleague Hermann Aubin might like to substitute the word 'settle- 
ment' for 'colonisation' when writing about the Germans in Eastern 
Europe, as he had been informed by the authorities that 'colonisation' 
was to be avoided at all costs. It had pejorative and rootless 
connotations that might be overcome by the use of the words 're- 
gaining' or 're-settlement'.'9 He wrote in similar terms to the 
historical geographers Hans and Gertrud Mortensen (University of 
Gottingen), who were producing a three-volume history of the 
settlement of East Prussia. As convinced National Socialists, the 
Mortensens were surprised to discover further ministerial objections 
to the third volume of their work. For in the joint appeal to the 
Mortensens' patriotism that he drafted with the Interior Ministry, 
Brackmann pointed out how unfortunate it might be if a detailed 
study of the Lithuanian settlement 'by the leading scholars in the 
field', broke off before the German settlement of East Prussia had 
begun; doubly unfortunate if the book also failed, inadvertently, to 
stress the German 'cultural achievement' in the region.20 Although 
Mortensen assured Brackmann that 'he would never publish or make 
known anything that could damage Germany or the German people 
even if it was the scholarly truth', the point he and his wife were 
making was too subtle for the censors. Namely, that the fifteenth- 
century Lithuanian 'refugees' had been allowed by the German Order 
to settle in a wilderness which nonetheless clearly belonged to the 
territories of the Order. By destroying the idea of East Prussia as a 
Lithuanian Urheimat, they believed that they had found an answer to 
the problem presented by past and present (irrefutable), Lithuanian 
numerical dominance in the area.21 

Brackmann and his subordinates were also consulted on the matter 
of who received grants to study which subjects. For example, in 1937 
the Deutsche Forschungsgemeinschaft requested an opinion on an 

application made by Dr Paul Wirth, who wanted to study the 

linguistic geography of the terms used by Sorbian fishermen, 
weavers, bee-keepers, potters and rope-makers.22 In a confidential 
report, one of Brackmann's subordinates noted that in general 'it is 
not desirable that works on the Sorbian language should be published 
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from the German side. The Sorbian language should remain as 
unnoticed as possible and its decline not be impeded by increased 
academic study.' The work might inadvertently deliver proof to the 
Poles and Czechs of the 'germanization' of the Sorbs.23 At no point 
was Wirth's project considered upon its academic merits. On 25 
August 1937, he was informed that a grant for his project 'was not 
possible at the moment'.24 

By way of contrast, large amounts of money from the Interior 
Ministry's Osthilfe funds were channelled through the NODFG to 
scholars active in Eastern Europe. Kurt Luck was a young man whom 
everyone wanted to help. In March 1932, Brackmann canvassed 
various ministries in person to find a way of subsidizing the star-in- 
need in Posen. Brackmann found him a grant, put Lick in the way of 
re-working Erich Schmidt's Geschichte des Deutschtums in Polen, and 
later the Publikationsstelle (PSte) recommended Luck's work to the 
Foreign Office as suitable for use by two American academics. The 
object of this beneficence was born in Kolmar (Posen) in 1900. After 
completing his doctorate in 1924, he served several prison sentences 
for anti-Polish agitation. The titles of his books speak for themselves: 
Deutsche Aufbaukrifte in der Entwicklung Polens (1935), Der Mythos 
vom Deutschen in der polnischen Volksuberlieferung und Literatur 
(1938) and Deutsche Gestalter und Ordner im Osten (1940). It was a 
brief but meteoric career that ended for the Waffen-SS Hauptsturm- 
fuhrer at the hands of Soviet partisans on 3 March 1942.25 By that 
time, the Ostfront was casting a long shadow over Brackmann's 
ex-pupils and colleagues. Noting that 'it is now almost as bad as in the 
World War', he regretted the loss of the medievalist Karl Kasiske on 
an intelligence operation outside Leningrad and Dr Fritz Morre 
(whom he fondly remembered appearing at his seminar in 1931 'in a 
brown shirt'), who also fell 'in spirited action for Fuhrer and 
Vaterland' with the SA in Russia.26 

Erich Maschke (Professor of Social and Economic History at 
Heidelberg from 1953 to 1969) was another promising young 
historian in need in the early 1930s. Although his dissertation was 
published in 1928 and his Habilitationsschrift on an aspect of papal 
taxation in medieval Poland appeared the following year, he and his 
wife had serious financial difficulties on a stipend of RM 61 per 
month. Brackmann arranged a monthly grant of RM 300 (tax free), 
from the publications fund of the Geheimes Staatsarchiv, the 
forerunner of the PSte.27 Working on the history of the Germans in 
Poland, Maschke was collecting historical evidence on 'subjective 
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national and cultural identity' from Polish sources.28 In order to 
pursue this matter in the Polish archives, Maschke applied to 
Brackmann for an additional travel grant of RM 300 in 1934. There 
was a problem about the wording of the application to the Polish 
authorities, for the PSte connection would put them on the alert. It 
was a choice between 'Studies on the History of Germanism in 
Poland' and 'Studies of Social and Economic History in Poland'.29 
Brackmann thought the former 'too obvious'.30 In the end, Maschke 
opted for 'Structural Changes in the Demographic Development of 
Poland under the Influence of German Law', under which loose 
camouflage he would publish something to satisfy the Poles before 
his real work emerged 'as a supplement'.31 Appointed to the chair of 
history at Jena in 1935, Maschke had little time to cancel payment of 
his grant or to report on research subsidized by the PSte since 1932. 
For since arriving in Jena, he had been much in demand as a political 

.educator for both the NSDAP and the SA, of which he was a 
member.32 Despite these difficulties, Brackmann invited Maschke to 
join the board of the NODFG as an academic advisor in March 
1939.33 Reviewing his published output, Maschke remarked that in 
his essay 'Towards a Cultural History of Germanism in Poland' 
(1935), 'under a deliberately chosen colourless title I wanted to 
investigate the coherence of blood and settlement in the growth of 
Germanism in Great Poland and sought to show that from its roots 
Germanism exhibited a self-contained national identity.'34 For blood 
had become a mystic causal agency in his work. Discussing the 
history of the Piasts in Der Schulungsbrief, Maschke noted that 'since 
the ruling class in these countries was of Nordic race, like the Polish 
Piasts who were demonstrably of Viking origin and in whom German 
blood became ever stronger through numerous marriages with 
German princesses, they could carry out the process of German- 
isation quickly and obviously without the use of force.'35 The Jews 
appeared in a discussion of the Hanseatic League. The merchants of 
the Hansa were community-conscious and not the fragmented and 
atomized creatures created by modern economic liberalism. How- 
ever, the Jew 'lived from usury and all legal measures, all uprisings by 
the outraged and impoverished masses did not prevent him from 
acquiring riches by bleeding the people'. In the same vein, so to speak, 
the decline of the German knights could be ascribed to celibacy or a 
denial of 'fresh access of blood for the Fiihrerschicht'.3 

In September 1939, Brackmann could reflect proudly that both the 
NODFG and the PSte in Dahlem had become 'the central agencies 
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for scholarly advice for the Foreign Office, Interior Ministry, Army 
High Command, parts of the Propaganda Ministry and a number of 
SS departments'. A position of influence had been reached in which 
his advice concerning future frontier adjustments would be heard 
with respect.37 He had been in contact with the SS since at least 1937, 
when he informed the SS candidate for his former directorship of the 
whereabouts of archival materials that might yield 'some important 
sidelights towards a characterisation of Herr Walter Frank'.38 
Himmler deputed Heydrich to have a particular Nachlass investi- 
gated. By November 1938, Brackmann was in direct contact with 
Himmler. Like the SS archaeologists, he was interested in the 
imperial tombs at Quedlinburg. An inscription the SS had discovered 
concerning Otto III's appointment of his aunt to a deputyship while 
he was in Italy led Brackmann to the conclusion that use of a similar 
word to describe Boleslaw of Poland in 1000 had important 
'implications' for the early history of the Polish state. He requested 
photographs and in June 1939 sent Himmler a copy of his own 
findings.39 

Apart from a common interest in the Ottonians, Brackmann was 
also an author for the SS Ahnenerbe organization. In September 1939, 
SS-Untersturmfuhrer Dr Kaiser informed him that he would be p?: a 
total of RM 500 and royalties of 10 per cent for a 40-60-page booklet 
entitled Krisis undAufbau in Osteuropa. According to their agreement, 
the booklet was to be a form of'intellectual liquidation' of the Poles, 
a reckoning before world history, for ' Weltgeschichte = Weltgericht'. 
The themes to be stressed were that the Germanic peoples' claim to an 
original Lebensraum in the East were justified both by continuous 
settlement and cultural superiority. A Drang nach Osten had always 
existed despite 'Roman Christian' efforts to lure the Germans 
westwards in order 'to kill German self-consciousness' and a 
continuum of intent in the East from Heinrich I by apostolic 
succession to Bismarck had only been broken by the late Wilhelmine 
and Weimar governments (they were thinking of Caprivi). Under 
Adolf Hitler the continuum was restored.40 To prevent any authorial 
deviations resulting from Brackmann's dotage, parts of the manu- 
script were relayed to SS Standartenfuhrer Professor Dr Six of the SD 
for comment.41 Apart from the SS indisposition towards Roman 
Catholicism, there was not much here that was not latent in 
Deutschland und Polen in 1933. 

Brackmann fully lived up to the expectations of his publishers. 
Embellished with quotations from Kurt Luck and Adolf Hitler, the 
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booklet reflects some of Brackmann's more enduring preoccupations. 
Stressing the continuation of a Restgermanen presence after the 
barbarian migrations, Brackmann observed that the Slavs had 
filtered through in the form of medieval 'seasonal workers' to labour 
for the Indogermanic ruling class as though they were the antecedents 
of the Ostarbeiter on East Elbian estates or in the factories in the 
Ruhr.42 Describing the Frederickian colonization of West Prussia, in 
which the King recognized the value of working subjects, he 
remarked that 'through Frederick the Great a particular Prussian 
characteristic was created that recognised nothing higher than duty 
and incessant work. In this respect, Prussia was the forerunner of the 
new Germany in which similarly only those people who fulfil their 
duty within the community have value.'43 As for Poland, weakness 
meant trouble. The Flottwell era was an example of how to proceed; 
Austrian concessions in Galicia or hesitant employment of the 

Expropriatory Laws of 1908 the converse.44 
The booklet satisfied the SS publishers. The initial print run was 

30,000 of which 7,000 were purchased by the army. The SS sent 
Brackmann a Christmas present. Like any author, he was worried 
about the reviews, which in this case meant the NSDAP and the 
Volkische Beobachter. However, indefatigably, he soldiered on with 
more work and was glad that a sub-branch of the PSte had been 

opened in Warsaw at the behest of Hans Frank.45 For the conquest of 
Poland opened up fresh roads of power for the retired Geheimrat. It 
resulted in an extended network of research institutes, increased 
funds, more patronage to exercise and further committee meetings to 
dominate. He was the obvious person to consult concerning 
recruitment to Hans Frank's Institutfiifur deutsche Ostarbeit in Cracow 
and inevitably made his voice heard on the panel to award the 
institute's 'Copernicus Prize'.46 The first academic leader of the IdO 
was a former employee, Dr Gerhard Sappok, for whom Brackmann 
had been a referee in 1937 when Sappok sought the post of leader of 
the DAAD branch in Warsaw. The job required someone 'absolutely 
politically reliable'.47 Among Sappok's achievements in Cracow 
before being sacked for being an in-house spy for the Brackmann 
circle, was a memorandum on the re-working of street-signs, to 
obliterate those recalling 'anti-German personalities, events or 
Jews'.48 

Operating in this company resulted in a certain loss of perspective 
and disorientation of values for the Herrn General-Direktor (as his 
subordinates called him long after he had ceased to be anything of the 
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sort). In November 1939, he informed the nazi editor of the 
Historische Zeitschrift of his willingness to write an essay on 
German-Polish relations. An earlier confrontation with historians in 
Posen had been held up by the outbreak of war and now he no longer 
felt the need to publish it in the same form, because some of the Polish 
historians had been arrested. A revised version might grace the 
journal where it could demonstrate the 'guilty involvement' of Polish 
scholars 'in the events that now lay behind us'.49 Through Sappok, 
operating in France until his disappearance while buying a loaf of 
bread in Autun, Brackmann tried to secure the Bibliotheka Polska for 
the PSte, as the latter required a complete Polish library for its 
extended field of operations. In October 1940, he informed Aubin 
that the Einsatzstab Rosenberg would hand over one Polish library in 
return for increased co-operation in other areas. 130,000 books were 
duly deposited in Dahlem.50 The SS Sonderkommando 'Gruppe- 
Kunsberg' was also active in the book trade. In May 1942, three cases 
of books (253 volumes on Russian intellectual history), in October, 
seventeen cases and in February 1943, seven more cases (for the 
NODFG) were ready for collection by Brackmann's staff from a 
store in the Hardenbergstrasse.51 

By that time Brackmann was involved in the business of re-locating 
people. In a letter to Professor Walter Kuhn in 1943, he stressed the 
importance that the authorities attached to short and reliable 
descriptions of the process of 'Germanizing' populations of foreign 
national origin.52 As the leading expert on historical settlement, both 
then and subsequently, Kuhn was actively involved in the planning of 
the relocation of ethnic Germans from Galicia and Volhynia. In a 
report to the chief of the SD emigration office in L6dz, he 
endeavoured to tally the historical and present circumstances of the 
migrants (whom he put in categories according to their racial value) 
with the climatological and soil conditions prevailing in the Reich. A 
few village communities where incest was evident or which were 
'infected' by the 'spiritual sickness' of sectarianism needed to be 
broken up upon transportation. His correspondent, SS-candidate 
Dr Gradmann, agreed that the effects of incest were shocking, 'since a 
great percentage of the children are idiots' and that the sectarian 
villages were 'a health hazard'.53 

But the difficulties of ethnicity were by no means alien to 
Brackmann. He only needed to think of Professor Otto Reche, the 
racial expert on the committee of the NODFG and professor of racial 
studies at Leipzig. Since what follows brings an eminent historian 
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into direct contact with a pathological racialist, the relationship must 
be considered in some detail. Reche, who had been receiving Interior 
Ministry funds via the NODFG since 1935, bombarded Brackmann 
with a flurry of letters in the autumn of 1939, enjoining Brackmann to 
use his political contacts on Reche's behalf.54 Reche, a Silesian who, 
'as a schoolboy had given a lecture to the class on the natural 
antipathy between Germans and Slawentum', was desperate to make 
his talents available to the regime.55 He was worried that a too liberal 
definition of ethnicity would result in 'a linguistically-Germanised 
mishmash with strong Asiatic characteristics'. The Germans needed 
Raum and not 'Polish lice in the fur'.56 Although over sixty and 
therefore past military service, Reche was sure that Brackmann 
would help him find a home for his strange abilities which included, 
inter alia, a memorandum on the abolition of the word 'Russia'. 

Fearing the 'suggestive' power of Miitterchen Russland, he wanted to 
stimulate ethnic separatism within the USSR through a book called 
Der Vielvolkerstaat Osteuropas. He believed in divide et impera.57 The 

object of Brackmann's solicitude - which involved hurried meetings 
at the Anhalter Bahnhof and visits to ministries - was Reche's 
memorandum 'On the demographic-political securing of the German 
East'. Brackmann, who also did not want Polish lice in his fur, tried to 
tell Reche that Minister Frick was too busy with vital economic 

questions to consider Reche's proposals. His rather literal corres- 

pondent deplored the fact that 'despite the exclusion of the Jews, we 
still cannot get away from the Jewish way of thought that the 

economy is destiny'.58 Brackmann then suggested that the man of the 
moment was not Frick but SS Obergruppenfiihrer Lorenz and Reche 
need not fear that he was soft on the Poles for 'soon one will try to 

push out as many Poles as possible in order to get a pure German 
frontier population'. The only problem concerned where the eight 
million Poles were to go, for Restpolen was by then over-crowded. 
Brackmann had the impression that similar ignorance prevailed in 
the circles around Hitler.59 

The matter of 'Wohin mit den Pollacken' also taxed Reche. He 

thought that the Ukrainians should be shoved eastwards.60 
Brackmann informed him that the NODFG and the PSte were 

directly involved in resettlement plans and that their charts and maps 
adorned the walls of SS Obergruppenfiihrer Lorenz's office.61 

Recently, it had been said that 'without our collaboration, the 
work of redefining frontiers would not have been possible.'62 
Eventually, Reche managed to locate the man he had been seeking. 
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With SS-Gruppenfuhrer Pancke of the RuSHA, he could discuss 'the 
racial political side' of the problem.63 He was a seeker of absolutes. 

This activity on behalf of a demented anti-semite was not entirely 
unqualified. Forwarding Reche's memorandum to the Interior 
Ministry, Brackmann observed that 'next to many points one must 
put a question mark'. However, all in all, 'it still seems valuable to me 
to listen to one of our leading racial-researchers on the matter'.64 This 
was no isolated occurrence. In August 1942, the Interior Ministry 
wanted to initiate anthropological studies of the Sorbs in Upper 
Lusatia and wrote to the PSte enquiring who might be suitable to 
carry out the work. In October, Brackmann suggested to Reche that 
he might like to use doctoral students to investigate 'the racial 
composition of the present-day Wends'. Reche was the logical choice, 
as he had been investigating the peasants around Bautzen for some 
eight years. But he was reluctant to press on, as most of his assistants 
had been called up and he felt 'overburdened by work to the limits of 
my endurance'. In addition to his academic tasks, Reche was advising 
a number of state and NSDAP offices and providing expert opinion 
on racial pedigree for civil and military authorities and the courts.65 

To discover where the drift of Reche's work led in his own field of 
history, Brackmann had to look no further than the first volume of 
his own massive Festschrift. Grappling with the problem of the 
Nordic influence among the West Slavs, Reche noted that 'in the 
eastern Raum (races) are intermingled so strongly that in many 
respects they more or less resemble one another; one only has to think 
of a common tendency towards shorter- and broader-shaped heads, 
lower and broader facial formation, of the accentuation of the 
cheekbones, of primitive nasal formation, of thick taut hair.'66 
However, he was making progress, not among the quick, but among 
the long-since dead. Inevitably, there was much work to be done, 
amidst the skulls in the Germanic and Urslav graves. He concluded 
that the first Polish state must have been founded in an area of strong, 
residual Rest-germanen settlement. Maybe, he asked himself, there 
had never been a Slav period in history at all.67 What Brackmann 
thought of this imaginative solution to his life's work is unknown. He 
read the essay 'with great interest' and thought that it was 'an 
extraordinarily important foundation for all further work' in the 
field.68 For though he sailed so very close to this particular current, 
neither his scholarly reputation nor his standing with the regime 
obliged him to enter this inner circle of conviction. Consequentially, 
at the end of a long life, Albert Brackmann could survey his ravaged 
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country, secure in the knowledge that through his pupils and 
academic clientele - Aubin, Kuhn and Erich Keyser to name but 
three - succession in his kingdom was in safe hands. In the year of 
Brackmann's death, Aubin and Keyser produced the first volume of 
the Zeitschrift fur Ostforschung. 

Notes 
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